


The film is based on the true story of Cuban writer 
and former political prisoner Néstor Díaz de Villegas. 
In 1974, Díaz de Villegas was sentenced to six years 
in prison for writing a poem. He was eighteen years 
old and had already been branded as a political non-
conformist. At the time, those Cubans who were con-
sidered too intellectual, too enamored of American 
popular culture, too effeminate or too attached to their 
religious faith were marginalized and subject to incar-
ceration and reeducation.

The film begins when the poet arrives at the prison 
and meets a young Evangelical man from the country-

side and an older actor who was accused of trying to 
assassinate Fidel Castro. The actor ushers them into 
the social world of the prison. To enliven the prisoners’ 
evenings, he convinces the warden that screening films 
would be a more effective means of teaching inmates 
about the benefits of socialism and creates a cinema 
inside the prison.

Coco Fusco combines a dramatized version of Díaz de 
Villegas’ prison experience with archival footage and 
print culture from the 1970s, as well as interviews with 
Díaz de Villegas and his friend, the actor and former 
political prisoner José Manuel Castiñeyra. 

THE
ETERNAL
NIGHT

The Eternal Night is the story of three Cuban young men that were condemned 
for their beliefs and their creations. It is about the power of the imagination to 
transcend circumstance.
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